
 
 
August  7, 2020 
 
Dear Families and Parents of Students with Dis/abilities ,  1

 
As we are planning the reopening of schools, with steps to ensure student and staff 

safety, I want to take this time to provide guidance relating to supporting students with 
dis/abilities and their services during the reopening as well as any changes due to the 
pandemic.  At this time, it is hoped that we will be opening in step 2 Hybrid. We will need to 
prepare for changes to move to step 1 Remote if the virus spreads or step 3 Modified In Person 
if the virus improves. Any actions taken by the South Burlington School District are being taken 
for the safety of all students and school personnel working with students.  I understand all these 
decisions may raise questions for parents about the support and services that will be provided 
to their children.  

As a district, student teams will consider how children performed in remote learning, their 
safety, the safety of staff and need for in-person services.  Special education services will be 
determined by IEP teams within the context of the step we are in.  It will be important for families 
to collaborate and communicate with their schools and case managers regarding approaches 
for the delivery services for students with disabilities.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
at jgodek@sbschools.net or 652-7392 or directly to your child’s case manager. 
 
What will  my child’s services look like during step 2, the hybrid opening of two days in 
person and three days remote currently planned for September 8th? 

1. SBSD will remain responsible for ensuring the Free Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE) of its students eligible for special education services with an individualized 
education program (IEP), during this period.  

2. IEPs and 504 plans will be developed so that your child can safely access their 
classroom education and make progress on their current IEP goals. 

3. For most children, it is hoped that they can attend school with their cohort and participate 
in person with these classmates.  They could receive their specialized services both in 
person and online. For students who have intensive needs and if online services were 
less than successful, they may attend up to four days a week.  

4. For families that choose VTVLC (full remote instruction), IEP teams will design 
accommodations for the remote instruction and how specialized instruction will be 
provided for IEP goals. 

1  Annamma, Subini (2018). The Pedagogy of Pathologization,  New York, NY: Routledge, p. 7 “The slash in 
dis/abiltiy (and its forms such as dis/abled, dis/abltiies is included to address the ways dis/ability is not a thing to 
find and fix, but a process.  That is, to be dis/abled is about the ways an environment is constructed and 
maintained in ways that support or hinder access.  Being dis/abled is not simply a fact that people carry with them, 
but a fluid process dependent upon social context.” 
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5. For children who have compromised health conditions, the team will design an IEP that 
allows the student to stay safe while making progress on their goals. 

6. It is hoped the time between August 25th and Sept 4th, Educational Teams will meet or 
communicate to connect and design services based on each school’s schedule and 
each child’s needs. 

7.  If a student is due for a re-evaluation or a student is in need of an initial evaluation to 
determine a need for special education services, the Education and Planning Team will 
convene to see if we can safely and accurately perform the evaluation.  It should be 
noted that due to the pandemic, school closure and other factors, it may be challenging 
to get accurate assessments. 

8. SBSD is responsible for reviewing how spring semester may have impacted a child’s 
progress on their IEP goals. We will be evaluating these skills in September and 
determining any next steps.  

  
What will happen to my child’s services if schools move to step 3 Modified In-Person 
Instruction?   

1. SBSD will remain responsible for ensuring the Free Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE) of its students eligible for special education services with an individualized 
education program (IEP), during this period.  

2. IEPs and 504 plans will be developed so that your child can safely access their 
classroom education and make progress on their current IEP goals. 

3. For most children, it is hoped that they can attend school full time with proper safety 
precautions and participate in person with these classmates.  They would receive their 
specialized services in person. 

4. For families who continue VTVLC (full remote instruction), IEP teams will design 
accommodations for the remote instruction and how specialized instruction will be 
provided for IEP goals. 

5. For children who have compromised conditions, the team will design an IEP that allows 
the student to stay safe while making progress on their goals. 

6. If a student is due for a re-evaluation or a student is in need of an initial evaluation to 
determine a need for special education services, the Education and Planning Team will 
convene to see if we can safely and accurately perform the evaluation.  It should be 
noted that due to the pandemic, school closure and other factors, it may be challenging 
to get accurate assessments. 

 
What will happen to my child’s services if schools need to return to step 1 remote 
services?   

1. SBSD will remain responsible for ensuring the Free Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE) of its students eligible for special education services with an individualized 
education program (IEP), during this period.  

2. We will communicate with parents and guardians prior to, during, and after the move to 
remote learning regarding modifications and accommodations to support the 



 

continuation of their child’s IEP services. We will work to ensure that all students 
continue to receive services to the most appropriate extent possible.  

3. For families that chose VTVLC (full remote instruction), students will receive 
accommodations for the remote instruction and specialized instruction for IEP goals. 

4. Although special education or related services may need to be adjusted, IEP teams will 
work to ensure that a student on an IEP receives services comparable to all other 
students. Services might include school work packets, online learning, or some other 
learning adapted to the student’s needs and location.  

5. After additional remote learning changes, SBSD is responsible for reviewing how the 
closure impacted the delivery of special education and related services to students 
eligible for special education services. Schools may need to provide additional services 
or extended school year services to make up missed services.  

6. If annual IEP reviews or eligibility reviews are due during this time, please work closely 
with the district to meet as soon as school is back in session or through alternate means 
during remote learning, such as video or audio conference calls.  

  
Sincerely,  

 
Joanne Godek 
Director of Educational Support Systems 
jgodek@sbschools.net 
802-652-7392 
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